nuilate correctly the programme, slogans, forms of
struggle and organisation, and mutually coordinate these
forms at different stages of the people's revolutionary
struggle. At the same time, only by practising self-
criticism and strict discipline and by being closely linked
~vith the masses will it be able to lead the broad masses
of people to carry out the concrete struggle and to impart
to them the spirit of organisation and discipline during
the struggle.

The rule of the imperialists and their lackeys in the
colonies and semi-colonies deprives the people of all
democratic rights as it had done in China in the past,
Persecuted and hounded by the imperialists and their
lackeys in the cities where white terror reigned, our
revolutionaries were compelled to seek refuge in the
countryside and mountains and to defend their lives
with armed force. However, had such armed struggle
been confined to defence alone, it would inevitably have
been crushed by imperialism and its hirelings. Thus,
the revolutionaries had to be closely linked with the
peasants as well as with all other people who opposed
imperialism, to use all ways and means to smash repeated
offensives and break through the encirclement organised
by imperialism and its hirelings; they could not but
organise regular revolutionary armies to smash the
armies of the imperialists and their lackeys. However,
it was precisely because of this that it was possible to
build up strong revolutionary armies -and ultimately
drive out the forces of imperialism and its lackeys and
win victory in the national liberation struggle. It is
quite clear that without such armed forces to defend
themselves, the peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies
will not be able to achieve anything for themselves. The
existence and development of working class organisation
and the existence and development of a national united
front are closely connected with the existence and
development of such an armed struggle. This is the
inevitable path of many colonial and semi-colonial
peoples in the struggle for their independence and
national liberation.

The fact that the armed struggle can and should
become the main form of the people's liberation war in